LA PORTE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
MINUTES May 16, 2019 continued on May 21, 2019
ATTENDEES – May 16, 2019
Scott Siefker - President
Dave Decker
ABSENT
Sean Quinn – Vice-President
Karen Ellison - Secretary
Dava Buell
Gregg Fuhlenbrock
Marie Gilliland
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE
Fonda Owens – Director
Mark Phillips - Legal Counsel
CALL TO ORDER
President Scott Siefker called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM. Because a quorum was not present, the
library board was unable to conduct business. President Siefker announced that the meeting would
continue on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 6:30 PM, pending availability of board members.
CONTINUATION OF MAY 16, 2010 BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING – MAY 21, 2019
ATTENDEES – May 21, 2019
Scott Siefker - President
Sean Quinn – Vice-President
Karen Ellison - Secretary
Gregg Fuhlenbrock
Marie Gilliland
ABSENT
Dava Buell
Dave Decker
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE
Fonda Owens – Director
Mark Phillips - Legal Counsel
CALL TO ORDER
President Scott Siefker called the May 16, 2019 meeting back to order at 6:30 PM. Karen Ellison made a
motion and Marie Gilliland seconded the request to amend the agenda to include under New Business
item 7 – Request to Close Library System on June 22, 2019. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
PUBLIC FORUM
President Siefker called for questions or comments from the public. There were none.
CONSENT AGENDA
President Siefker called for a motion to approve the consent agenda as follows:
Minutes of the April 18, 2019 Board of Trustees Meeting
Department Reports
Financial Report
Approval and Payment of Claims ---per APV Batch May 16, 2019
Sean Quinn moved and Karen Ellison seconded. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
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REPORTS
Director’s Report
Director Owens reported that she and Head of Maintenance, Dan Hunter met with Heartland regarding
the outdoor educational spaces at Rolling Prairie and Fish Lake branches. The original plans will need to
be modified to conform with the actual building site versus the plan drawings. Fonda and Dan will also
meet with JK3 to review outdoor educational space plans for Hanna, Kingsford Heights and Union Mills
branches.
Ms. Owens also reported that the roof replacement has been on hold due to rainy weather. The removal
of asbestos from the Telephone Building has been completed.
Ms. Owens reported that the Union Mills Conservation Club does not wish to obtain the old Union Mills
building and property from the Library due to the high cost of repairs to the building. After a discussion
about what can be done with the property, the board asked Director Owens to obtain costs for demolition.
Director Owens also reported that she presented at the ILF conference on legislative issues. She, along
with Cindy Lane and De Burke met with Craig Menne on the Library’s group health plan renewals. The
library received a $500 donation from Centier Bank for the STEAM summer camps. Interior finishes were
selected for the mobile library and mobile classroom. Both vehicles are expected to be delivered by end
of August.
Legal Counsel
Mark Phillips worked with Director Owens to draft a new Responsible Bidder Resolution. This included
communications with the County Council attorney.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business
NEW BUSINESS
Recommendation for Employee Benefits July 2019-June 2020
a) Health Insurance
Craig Menne from General Insurance Services presented the recommendation for the health
insurance plan. Two plan options from UnitedHealthcare are available with identical deductibles,
benefits, and co-pays but different network options. Plan Option 1 – Choice + Network, is the
current plan and would have a 3% increase in cost. Plan Option 2 – CORE Network, has a more
limited network of providers, and would have 14% reduction in cost. For both plans to be offered
at least one employee must enroll in either plan. Marie Gilliland made a motion to approve the
recommendation to provide health insurance with UnitedHealthcare with the two plan options as
long as employee enrollment met the requirements. Karen Ellison seconded the motion. The
vote was taken and the motion carried.
b) Dental Insurance
Craig Menne reported that dental insurance coverage would continue with the current provider,
Principal, at a rate increase of 3.5%. Karen Ellison made a motion to approve the
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recommendation to provide dental insurance with Principal and Sean Quinn seconded. The vote
was taken and the motion carried.
c) Eye Insurance
Craig Menne reported the vision insurance policy with EyeMed is in its third year of a four year
rate guarantee, therefore, no rate increase. Karen Ellison made a motion to approve the
recommendation to continue to provide vision insurance with EyeMed and Scott Siefker
seconded. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
d) Life Insurance
Craig Menne reported the life insurance coverage would continue with current provider, Principal,
with an employee life benefit of $50,000. The renewal rate increased by 8.3%. Marie Gilliland
made a motion to approve the recommendation to provide life insurance with Principal and Karen
Ellison seconded. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
Karen Ellison made a motion to approve the recommendation to continue the Library contribution
to employee HSA accounts in the amount of $1000 and Sean Quinn seconded. The vote was
taken and the motion carried.
Marie Gilliland made a motion to approve the renewal of the contract with WellPorte Health Clinic
and Karen Ellison seconded. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
Resolution for 125 Premium Only Plan
Craig Menne reported that this plan allows staff to pay their premium and HSA contributions on a pre-tax
basis. Sean Quinn made a motion to approve the resolution for the Section 125 Premium Only Plan as
presented and Marie Gilliland seconded. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
Resolution for Transfer to Library Improvement Reserve Fund
Karen Ellison made a motion to approve the Resolution to Transfer to Library Improve Reserve Fund as
follows:
RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER TO LIBRARY
IMPROVEMENT RESERVE FUND
Whereas, it has been determined that the amount budgeted for transfer from the Operating
Fund for 2019 to the Library Improvement Reserve Fund in the amount of $50,000 is available for
transfer.
Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of La Porte County Public Library,
La Porte County, La Porte, Indiana, that the amount of $50,000 be transferred to the Library
Improvement Reserve Fund and ordered set apart out of that fund herein named and for the purposes
herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same to further the projects of La Porte County
Public Library.

Transfer From

Operating Fund

$50,000

Transfer To

Library Improvement Reserve Fund

$50,000
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Presented to the La Porte County Public Library Board of Trustees, read in full, and adopted at its regular
meeting held on the 16th day of May, 2019 and continued on the 21st day of May, 2019 at which meeting a
quorum was present by the following aye and nay vote.
Scott Siefker seconded the motion. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
Recommendation for Summer Hours for Kingsford Heights and Rolling Prairie
Sean Quinn made a motion to approve a management request for additional hours at Kingsford Heights
Branch of five hours and Rolling Prairie Branch of two hours for the summer months. The motion was
seconded by Karen Ellison. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
Recommendation for Revised Responsive and Responsible Bidder Practices
Karen Ellison made a motion to approve the Resolution to Establish Responsible Bidding Practices as
follows:
Board of Trustees of the La Porte County Public Library Resolution to Establish Responsible
Bidding Practices and Submission Requirements for Submitting Bids to Perform Construction
Work on Public Works Projects
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the La Porte County Public Library (hereinafter the
“Library”) is required by law to award Public Works contracts to the “lowest responsive and responsible”
bidder; and,
WHEREAS, the Library, based upon its experience, has determined that quality workmanship,
efficient operation, safety, and timely completion of projects requires that all bidders meet certain
minimum requirements in order to be deemed a “responsive and responsible” bidder for Library Public
Works projects; and,
WHEREAS, applicable state law also requires that bidders meet certain minimum requirements in
order to be a “responsive and responsible” bidder; and,
WHEREAS, the Library seeks to enhance its ability to identify “responsive and responsible”
bidders on all Library Public Works construction projects by institution of more comprehensive submission
requirements that comply with laws of the State of Indiana; and,
WHEREAS, the Library has determined that a “Responsible Bidding Practices and Submission
Requirements” resolution will help preserve administrative resources by ensuring that only qualified
contractors and subcontractors are awarded contracts on Public Works construction projects; and,
WHEREAS, the Library has determined that a “Responsible Bidding Practices and Submission
Requirements” resolution will help assure efficient use of taxpayer dollars, will promote public safety and
is in the public interest; and,
WHEREAS, the Library has determined that a “Responsible Bidding Practices and Submission
Requirements” resolution will help ensure that no contractor awarded work under this resolution or any
subcontractor at any tier working on a project awarded pursuant to this resolution engages in payroll
fraud, including the misclassification of employees as independent contractors to avoid paying state,
federal or local payroll taxes, workers compensation insurance, unemployment insurance premiums and
failing to pay overtime and wages as required by law.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE LA PORTE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY THAT:
ARTICLE 1. This Resolution which is entitled “Responsible Bidding Practices and Submission
Requirements for Submitting Bids to Perform Construction Work on Public Works Projects of the La Porte
County Public Library,” expressly repeals and replaces any other resolutions of the Library addressing the
same or similar matters and is hereby adopted and shall read as follows:
Section I.

Bid Submission Requirements for all Bidders

Any contractor who bids on any Library Public Works project, regardless of the amount of the bid, must,
prior to the opening of bids, submit on a form designated by the Library a statement made under oath and
subject to the penalties for perjury, and include with that statement the following information and/or
documentation:
(A)

If the bidder is an entity other than an individual, sole proprietor or partnership, a copy of
a print-out of the Indiana Secretary of State’s on-line records for the bidder dated within
sixty (60) days of the submission of said document showing that the bidder is in
existence, current with the Indiana Secretary of State’s Business Entity Reports, and
eligible for a certificate of good standing;

(B)

A list identifying all former business names of the bidder;

(C)

Any final determinations by a court or governmental agency for violations of federal, state
or local laws by the bidder including, but not limited to, violations of contracting or
antitrust laws, tax or licensing laws, environmental laws, the Occupational Safety and
Health Act (OSHA), Civil Rights laws, or other federal laws such as Davis-Bacon and
related Acts;

(D)

Copies of any professional or trade licenses of bidder applicable to the bid being
submitted and required by law for any trade or specialty area in which bidder is seeking
a contract award; and disclosure of any suspension or revocation within the previous five
years of any professional or trade license held by the company, or of any director, office
or manager employed by the bidder;

(E)

Evidence that the contractor is utilizing a surety company which is on the United States
Department of Treasury’s Listing of Approved Sureties;

(F)

A written statement of any federal, state or local tax liens or tax delinquencies allegedly
owed to any federal, state or local taxing body in the last five years;

(G)

A statement that individuals who will perform work on the Public Works project on behalf
of the bidder will be properly classified as either (i) an employee or (ii) an independent
contractor, under all applicable state and federal laws and local ordinances;

(H)

A list of projects of similar size and scope of work that the bidder has performed in the
State of Indiana within three (3) years prior to the date in which the bid is due; and

(I)

Proof that the bidder utilizes E-verify to determine the eligibility of its employees to work
on the project.
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(J)

A copy of the bidder’s drug and alcohol free workplace policy that includes random
testing protocols; and

(K)

Any other information required by the bid documents.

The Library reserves the right to demand supplemental information from the bidder, including, but not
necessarily limited to, additional verification of any of the information provided by the bidder and the
Library may also conduct random inquiries of the bidder’s current and prior customers.
Section II.

Additional Bid Submission Requirements where Bid Exceeds $250,000

Any contractor who submits a bid on any Library Public Works project where such bid exceeds two
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00) must, prior to the opening of bids, submit a statement made
under oath and subject to perjury laws, on a form designated by the Library and must include with that
statement:
(A)

All documents and information required by Section I of Article 1 of this resolution;

(B)

A statement on staffing capabilities, including labor sources;

(C)

Evidence of participation in apprenticeship and training programs, applicable to the work
to be performed on the project, which are approved by and registered with the United
States Department of Labor’s Office of Apprenticeship, or its successor organization. The
required evidence includes a copy of all applicable apprenticeship certificates or
standards for these training programs;

(D)

A copy of a written plan for employee drug testing that: (i) covers all employees of the
bidder who will perform work on the Public Works project; and (ii) meets, or exceeds, the
requirements set forth in IC 4-13-18-5 or IC 4-13-18-6;

(E)

The name and description of the management experience of each of the bidder’s project
managers and superintendents that bidder intends to assign to work on the project;

(F)

Certification that all contractors and subcontractors to be used by bidder are qualified
under IC 4-13.4 or IC 8-23-10;

(G)

Any other information required by the bid documents.

The Library reserves the right to demand supplemental information from the bidder, including, but not
necessarily limited to, additional verification of any of the information provided by the bidder and may also
conduct random inquiries of the bidder’s current and prior customers.
Section III.

Post-Bid Submissions from Subcontractors

Unless otherwise required by the bid documents, all bidders on any Library Public Works project shall
provide a written list that discloses the name, address, and type of work for each first-tier subcontractor
from whom the bidder has accepted a bid and/or intends to hire on any part of the Public Works project,
including individuals performing work as independent contractors, within five (5) business days after the
date the bids are due.
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A successful bidder must obtain from each of its subcontractors and any lower tier subcontractors all of
the documentation and information required by either Section I or Section II of Article 1 of this resolution
(depending upon the dollar amount of the relevant subcontractor’s bid), as if that subcontractor or lower
tier contractor was bidding directly to the Library. Such documentation and information must be obtained
by the successful bidder no later than five (5) business days after the relevant subcontractor’s first day of
work on the Public Works project and the bidder shall forward said information to the Library or its
designee. Payment may be withheld from any contractor who fails to timely submit said information
about its subcontractors and all lower tier subcontractors until such information is submitted and approved
by the Library. Additionally, the Library may require the successful bidder and/or relevant subcontractor to
remove the second or lower-tier subcontractor from the project and replace it with a responsive and
responsible subcontractor.
Failure of a subcontractor to submit the required information will not disqualify the successful bidder from
performing work on the project and shall not constitute a contractual default and/or breach by the
successful bidder. However, the Library may withhold all payments otherwise due to the successful
bidder until Library receives the required information and the Library approves such information. The
Library may also require a successful bidder to remove a non-compliant subcontractor from the project
and replace it with a responsive and responsible subcontractor.
The disclosure of a subcontractor (“Disclosed Subcontractor”) by a bidder or a subcontractor shall not
create any rights in the Disclosed Subcontractor. Thus, a bidder and/or subcontractor may substitute
another subcontractor (“Substitute Subcontractor”) for a Disclosed Subcontractor by giving the Library
written notice of the name, address, and type of work of the Substitute Contractor. The Substitute
Subcontractor is subject to all of the obligations of a subcontractor under this resolution.
Section IV.

Incomplete Submissions by Bidders

It is the sole responsibility of the potential bidder to comply with all submission requirements applicable to
the bidder in Sections I and II above by no later than the public bid opening. Post-bid submissions must
be submitted in accordance with Section III above. Submissions deemed inadequate, incomplete, or
untimely by the Library may result in the rejection of the bid.
Section V.

Responsive and Responsible Bidder Determination

The Library, after review of complete and timely submissions, shall, in its sole discretion, after considering
all information in the submission requirements and after considering the statutes and laws of the State of
Indiana, determine whether a bidder is responsive and responsible. The Library specifically reserves the
right to utilize all information provided in the contractor or subcontractor’s submission or any information
obtained by the Library through its own independent verification of such information.
Section VI.

Public Records

All information submitted by a bidder or a subcontractor pursuant to this resolution, are public records
subject to review pursuant to the Indiana Access to Public Records Law (IC 5-14-3).
Section VII.

Penalties for False, Deceptive, or Fraudulent Statements/Information

Any bidder that willfully makes, or willfully causes to be made, a false, deceptive or fraudulent statement,
or willfully submits false, deceptive or fraudulent information in connection with any submission made to
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the Library shall be disqualified from bidding on all Library Public Works projects for a period of three (3)
years.
Section VIII.

Conflicting Resolutions

Any resolution or any provision of any resolution of the Library in conflict with the provisions of this
Resolution is hereby repealed.
Section IX.

Severability

If any provision of this Resolution is found to be invalid, the remaining provisions of this Resolution shall
not be affected by such a determination. These other provisions of this Resolution shall remain in full
force and effect without the invalid provision.
ARTICLE 2. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of the Board of Trustees of La
Porte County Public Library relating to the passage of this resolution were conducted in open meeting(s)
of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in such formal actions, were meetings
open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements and that the reading and adoption of this
Resolution and otherwise in full compliance with the laws of the State of Indiana.
ARTICLE 3. This Resolution shall take effect upon passage by the Board of Trustees of the La Porte
County Public Library.
DULY ADOPTED by the Board of Trustees of the La Porte County Public Library at its regular meeting held
on the 16th day of May, 2019 and continued on the 21st day of May, 2019 at which meeting a quorum was
present.
Marie Gilliland seconded the motion. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
Recommendation to Seek Additional Appropriation
Director Owens presented to the board the Certified Copy of Additional Appropriation form that would
need to be completed to start the process. The amount requested and projects covering the requested
amount were discussed. Gregg Fuhlenbrock made a motion to seek an additional appropriation in the
amount of $2,000,000 and Karen Ellison seconded. The vote was taken and the motion carried.
Request to Close Library System on June 22, 2019
Marie Gilliland made a motion to approve the request by management to close the Library System on
June 22, 2019 for system software update. The motion was seconded by Karen Ellison. The vote was
taken and the motion carried.
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
President Siefker called for questions or comments from the public. There were none.
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD
President Siefker called for questions or comments from the Board. Marie Gilliland apologized to the
board for not being at the May 16, 2019 board meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
President Scott Siefker adjourned the meeting at 7:38pm.

